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CLOSING THE GAP 2013!!! 

AUREVOIR TO OUR FRIEND AND ADVOCATE 

 
The Utah Assistive Technology Teams got an incredible boost in training and 
networking as the project sent nearly 70 members to the 2013 Closing the Gap 
Conference in Minnesota, October 11-13th.  Attendees took advantage of the latest 
training and technology offered by national and international AT teams, cross-
discipline professionals, AAC practitioners, AT developers and innovators, and vendors 
to hone skills, answer questions, and learn the latest in assistive technology and 
augmentative communication.  Presenters, vendors, and CTG staff commented on the 
strong contingent from our state, impressed by the interest and support shown by 
Utah in providing services for the most vulnerable students in our schools.  Our thanks 
to State Superintendent, Martell Menlove, State Special Education Director, Glenna 
Gallo, UATT Project/USOE Liaison, Jocelyn Taylor, UATT Central Staff, Craig Boogaard, 
Kevin Christensen, and Lynn Marcoux, and District SPED Directors and 
Superintendents, who recognize and support the tremendous value of attendance 
and training at this level. Some comments from attendees: 
 
. 

Mark Perry:” . . .  My sincerest thanks for the opportunity to 
attend and participate in lively discussions with attendees, 
presenters and exhibitors from the US and numerous 
countries… It’s one thing to discuss issues with tech support 
for software products; it’s another thing altogether to 
actually discuss product design and implementation with the 
developers and authors of the assistive technologies. . .” 
 

http://www.uatt.org/
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Becky Powell: 
 •“One presenter looked around the room and 
asked how many people were teams of 1. Several 
people raised their hands, and he followed up 
with "we are your extended team". I came home 
with contact information from people all over the 
nation. 
 • There was class after class taught by people 
who are  classroom teachers, vendors, and 
researchers who spend all day every day 
immersed in particular areas of AT.   They have a 
unique perspective on how the software or 
equipment works. . . 
•As I talked to other professionals it was 
reinforced in my mind how much we do right here 
in Utah. It was great to realize you love what you 
do and that you do it in a great place! 
 
Joelle Rasmussen, Granite:  
• “Meeting people from other states and 
countries helped us understand we are all 
working together.  
•I brain-stormed ideas with a director of special 
education from Canada.  
•I teamed with a person from Israel during a 
workshop.  
•A person from Virginia, who shared amazing 
resources said, “We are your extended AT Team.” 
 
Aaron Kammerman, Granite: 
 •“My favorite workshop was presented by two 
individuals from Minneapolis, employed at a non-
profit organization that helps disabled people.  I 
am sure this is a workshop I would not get at a 
state-level conference.  This workshop highlighted 
ways an adapted computer user can learn to be a 
power-user.  I am excited to apply the principles I 
learned in that hour to help students in the 
district.  Furthermore, I am excited to maintain a 
relationship with Jonathan Campbell, the 
presenter, so my contact with him can yield 
future learning.” 
 

 

 

  
Rachel Martinez: 
 •“I sat in on the "Please Behave! The Importance of 
Self-Regulation" (Mo Buti) session and was so 
impressed!  For the first time, someone described 
the steps to teaching emotional regulation in a way 
that I could take it back to my classroom to 
implement immediately.” 
 
Lisa Wright: 
• “The Hidden Curriculum” was a presentation on 
students who struggle with Executive Functioning 
Skills. The best part was the hand-out that had 
great examples of accommodations you need in a 
resource setting or the regular classroom.  Last 
Monday, I presented the ideas on these 
accommodations I received from the presentation 
to my Professional Learning Community. Everyone 
wanted a copy and we had a great discussion about 
what I learned.” 
 
 
 

      
Worldwide Presenters and Attendees 

 
Barbara Moe, PT, Alpine: 
• “I went to several classes by Karen Kangas, an OT 
who works exclusively with severely involved kids 
for mobility and communication . . . She changed 
my paradigm.” 
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Jodi Beck, Jordan:  
• “Opportunity to meet with individuals from 
other nations who are using AT  
•Opportunity to receive training from individuals 
from all over the US who are out in the “field”.  
•Hands on training, using the Classroom Suite 
software. We were also able to get a demo of it 
for our team at the Kauri Sue Hamilton School to 
try.  . . TONS of vendors!!! 
•Was able to listen to a presenter from the east 
coast outline how to get AT services out to your 
district.  
 
M. Carol O’Meara:  
• “At this conference there were several new 
switch and iPad mounts that hold these devices 
for a student with limited motor control.  I was 
able to work with these mounts and evaluated 
how they would work with my students receiving 
OT.  Several of the mount systems are from 
Europe and are more effective/cheaper than the 
current mounts our district uses. . .  I was 
introduced to a North Dakota Wiki site that 
reviews apps for special ed. students.  These 
reviews are done by a variety of professionals 
working in education throughout the world. This 
site examines the purpose of the app, value, 
positive and negative aspects and alternative 
ways to use these apps in an educational setting.  
This site is continually updated and I have signed 
on a reviewer. 
 
 

 
Presenters and Attendees from North America 

 
 
 
 

Allen Pulley, Granite: 
• “The thing that CTG offers is the great variety and 
number of sessions covering  various disabilities and 
geared for different ages. Some sessions addressed 
specific disability needs and others were geared to 
students of various ages;  
Technology: areas from low tech to high tech. How 
to provide technology supports. •How to support 
students in the areas of reading and writing.   
•How to make technology accessible for students 
who have difficulty with access.  
 •How to provide communication opportunity for 
students with various disabilities and needs and the 
devices and software to make it possible. 
 
Tammy Roring: 
 • “Attending this conference gives me the 
opportunity to learn from experts in the field of 
AAC.  Linda Burkhart gave me a new perspective on 
switch use and placement.  Sometimes I have 
placed more emphasis on where the switch should 
be in order to be accessible for the student, when 
more effort should be done on motor repetition 
and motivation.  I need to talk less and model more 
but give good immediate feedback.  This session has 
improved that way I will teach switch use  
•It is a big advantage to see and try new 
technologies.  I was also able to speak directly to a 
vendor about a problem I was having with some 
equipment and the vendor agreed to replace it.”  

Robert Woodbury, Cache:  
• “The opportunity to hear multiple presentations 
and hands-on workshops with so many high quality 
national experts.  Usually we get one 3 hour 
keynote lecture at a state conference and then we 
have to wait another year or 2 for another.  Many 
presentations and workshops this year will change 
the way I will approach my job (for the better) 
•The ability to network with my professional peers.  
I am the only person in my district that does what I 
do (AT specialist), and so my Professional Learning 
Community is severely constricted.” 
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Socially Speaking: Pre-Literacy and Play-Based 
Apps for Pre-Schoolers with Autism 

 
Merrie Smithson 
Penina Rybak gave an energetic double session 
workshop on implementing ipad apps to create a 
positive educational experience for young children 
with autism who exhibit challenging behaviors. 
Penina emphasized how critical it is to use visual 
supports as a teaching strategy for children with 
autism.  Visual supports help these children become 
oriented to person, place and time.  Without these 
skills, children may display problematic behaviors, 
such as lack of rapport and emotional empathy 
(resulting in difficulties with joint attention, cause 
and effect, communicative intent, pronoun use, and 
answering “what and who” questions), lack of the 
ability to be anchored to the present 
location/activity (resulting in difficulties with 
transitioning, problem solving, labeling and matching 
objects/pictures, categorization skills, size and spatial 
relationships and self-regulation, and lack of 
understanding of the concept of time passing 
(resulting in difficulties with attention span/time on 
task; following directions and sequencing a story, 
understanding quantity concepts,  and 
understanding and using appropriate verb tense and 
time-related vocabulary). 

Penina has developed a visual support hierarchy 
using ipad apps to facilitate behavior management 
and orientation to person/place and time.  For 
behavior management, she suggests photo apps, 
flashcard apps, drawing apps and then social story 
apps.  For orientation to person, including body 
awareness, theory of mind and emotional 
attunement, she suggests using photo, flashcard and 
drawing apps, followed by farm/animal apps.  For 
orientation to place, including self-regulation and 
spatial relationships, she suggests visual schedules 
created from camera/photo apps and social story 
apps, virtual worksheets created from drawing apps 
and apps teaching prepositions.  

  
 

 To facilitate orientation to time, she suggests language 
development apps and AAC apps to teach executive 
function, pre-literacy concepts and communication 
skills, expressing feelings apps (labeling feelings, story 
books and wh? Questions), transitioning task apps 
(sequencing, turn taking, fast moving games), problem 
solving apps (wh? Questions, games, categorization, 
building, and puzzle apps) and multimedia apps 
(camera/photo, story and music based) to foster 
episodic memory. Penina listed many free apps in her 
40 page handout!  However, here is a list of her top 20 
paid apps: Comic Life, PaintMyCat, Pages, 
MyFirstApp.com: Let’s Create, Injini, Zorten: Question 
Sleuth, Word SlapPs, Stories About Me, Art Maker, 
Toca Boca: Tea Party, Hair Salon, Kitchen, Smarty Ears: 
House of Learning, Categorization Learning Center, 
iPractice Verbs, PlayHome, Mobile Education Store: 
Story Builder, QuestionIt, iTouchiLearn: Feelings, Train, 
Popplet, Notability, iAnnotate PDF, Tactus Category 
Therapy, Pictello 
 
 
Ashley Griffiths and Stephanie Rossman 

 
Closing the Gap did not disappoint us. There were 
incredible sessions on the use of iPads in the special 
education classroom, apps for iPads, and then there 
was "Dan and Mo--Wild and Free" presented by Mo 
Buti and Dan Herlihy. This energetic session had the 
entire room laughing along as the presenters 
demonstrated a variety of apps and websites for 
teachers, therapists, AT specialists, and parents. They 
showed numerous iPad apps that are affordable and 
even free. The highlights were "I.am.search a search 
engine for apps for children with special needs. They 
also presented on "Sweet Search" which is a student 
friendly and more educationally based search engine. 
This engine filters the unnecessary "extras" of a regular 
search engine and maintains the academic based 
search. Among the other websites, they introduced 
were, "Read&Write", an add-on for the Google 
Chrome browser. This application adds a text to speech 
toolbar to Google docs, with text help and word 
prediction. It follows the document regardless of the 
computer the user is currently using. After this 
seminar, we feel better equipped to address the 
learning and accessibility needs of our students 
through these programs and applications. And, it's 
okay to be a little "wild and free." 


