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- M atching Switches with a Switch I nterface and Switch
Accessible Softwar e

By RJ Cooper

At least once aweek, | get acall from someone that says, "My switch/interface
isn't working." | then politely ask what software they are trying to operate with
the switch, and most times, they can't answer that quickly because they are trying
severa programs. Finally, they figure out that I'm simply asking if it's IntelliPics,
or my software, or First Words from Laureate, or Simon SIO from Don Johnson.
Then, | ask what is that software looking for, as the switch? Now | *really* lose
them. They havenoidea. They reply "For aswitch.”

| then have to explain that "switches" are unknown to computers. They are a
specia input device specific to our field of Assistive Technology. | educate them
(as1'm doing for some of you here) by instructing them: "Y ou must know 2 things
when dealing with switches: 1) what is the software looking for? 2) How can you
make the switch/interface *do* that ‘thing'?"

Normally, they don't believe me. They believe that just *using* the word
switch somehow magically conveys information to the computer and it should just
‘work’. WEell, anyone that has played with switch software from different
companies knows me to be truthful. You * must* know abit about what you're
trying to do.

Here are some examples of #1 above, "What is the software |ooking for?"

1. IntelliTools (amost al) - <control-enter> for auto-scan, <control-right> for
stepping in step-scan and <control-down> for selecting in step-scan

2. RJ Cooper -left-mouse click, <1> key, or <spacebar>; right-click for stepping
and left-mouse click for selecting

3. Laureate Learning - <space> and/or mouse click

And the list goes on. I, personally, wish this was consistent, but it is not, and
probably will never be. So, by reading the instructions that came with your
software, or contacting the company, you should *easily* be able to figure out the
answer to question #1.

Question #2, "How can you make the switch/interface *do* that thing?" differs
among AT companies also. Each hastheir own software (in some cases, no
software at all). Some softwareis 'smart’ (like ours), in that it can change the
switch/interface settings upon sensing specific programs (Auto Sense), once
you'veinitially set things up. But most require that you select the Settings for
each program. For example, with my Switch Hopper and SAM-X (for Mac OS
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X) software, which | use for: SAM-Cordless,
SAM-Trackball, Switch Hopper, Mini-Switch Port,
and SAM-Joystick., there are usually drop-down
lists of possible 'things' that each switch input can
'be' (or *do*). So you must set your desired switch
input (I always leave #1 aone, if possible, so it
retains its mouse click ability) to match what the
target program is expecting.

Further, for our switch interfaces on aPPC, the
Switch Hopper software must also be 'awake' <Alt-
S>. Thisis because the software affects all mouse
buttons, not just the switch interface inputs, and |
wanted to give you a quick way to get your regular
mouse button functionality back. That iswhy | try
to leave Switch/Button 1 as a Left-Click in the
Settings, so no matter what you have 2 and 3 set to,
you still have your regular left-click, even with
Switch Hopper software awake.

Other company's software works the same way
(looks different, of course). Some interfaces,
however, have no software, and control what the
switch inputs actually do by abutton on the
interface and a variety of inputs, hopefully, clearly
labeled.

Don Johnston Switch Interface Pro 5.0 uses a
small button to select which row of settingsis
active.

If the software islooking for a mouse click, and
you're not having instant success with your
switch/interface and the software, then on your
Desktop, make sure the switch/interface is actually
*sending* amouse click, by pointing to something
with your mouse/cursor, and see if you can *click*
with your switch (like the Start menu in Windows
or the Apple menu for Mac). If you cannot, then
you need to figure things out like I've described
above.

Hopefully, thiswill really help you.
RJ
For more ideas from RJ, see: www.rjcooper.com
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Having Trouble Taking Time off from School

If you have a conflict with your district providing a
substitute teacher on the days you attend an
augmentative evaluation or training, do not stress!
Help isavailable! Contact Lynn at the Computer
Center asthe UAAACT grant does provide
funding for substitute teachers when needed. A bill
is submitted to The Computer Center by the district
for the cost of the substitute.

Also, one person on each team
should call Lynn at 887-9380 to
collect your free Stages Level 4
software program as a bonus for
reading this newsletter.

The team

eguipment budgets for the

current school year are provided below. Remember
that ateam equipment budget is based on your
team report of hours and students served from the
previous school year. For those in need of afuture
budget that is robust, provide lots of serviceto
students this school year and keep good records of
your UAAACT hours of service.

The first due date for equipment ordersis
November 14, 2005. Items ordered in the spring
may not be received and labeled until June or July
of 2006. Therefore, you are encouraged to use the
bulk of your team equipment budget in November.
Please use your “ Equipment Order Form” located
in your team training manual.

Just to keep in mind, the Mayer-Johnson
Writing With Symbols upgrade is still available.
The priceis $19.00 for the upgrade and $6.00 for
shipping and handling.
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Team Equipment Budget
for 2005-2006

Team A----m-smmmmememmm oo $2338
Team B $1567
Team C $1284
Team D------mmmmmmmmmm oo $1793
Team E $1831
Team F mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmemeeoeeeo $678
Team G1 $2303
Team G2 m=ememmmmmmmeme oo $2303
Team H---------mmmeemem oo $978
Team | - $903
Team J-------=-mmemmmmemeeme oo $1601
Team K--------mmmmmmm oo $711
Team L $2312
Team M - $1226
S — e $1049
Team O ----------- $900
Team P mmmmmmmeeeeemeeeeeeeees $816
Team Q ----------- e $1900
TeamR $1806
Team S S — $1110
Team T - $2309

Team U ------------ $1442




Team Training Budget
for 2005-2006

r@’ Team Training budgets
continue to be determined
by each individual team

member’ s competency level at the end of the

school year. Each Level | member obtains
his/her team $250.00, each level 11 member earns
his’her team $500.00, and each level 111 member
gets $750.00. Team Training Plans need to be
turned in by November 3, 2005 to the UAAACT

L eadership Council. Remember Team Leaders

are eligible to go to CSUN this year without

affecting your team training budget.

Team A $3250
Team B $3000
Team C  $3250
Team D $4000
Team E $4500
Team F $4000
Team G1  $3000
Team G2  $3000
Team H $3750
Team | $3000
Team J $4500

Team K $3000
Team L $3500
Team M  $4250
Team N  $3250
Team O  $3500
Team P  $2750
Team Q $4250
Team R  $3250
TeamS  $3500
Team T  $2500
Team U  $2500
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Training Consider ation
The AAC In the Mountains Conference will not
be held during the summer of 2006. Pati King
DeBaun will beteaching in Australia. If you had
planned to attend AAC in the Mountains this
summer, you will want to consider another
conference, class or workshop.
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Takealook at new
equipment added this
summer:

The following items were
added this summer to the
UAAACT Central Equipment Inventory. See
what your students may benefit from using.

Dynamo

iListen for Mac (OSX capable)
Panasonic Toughbook

Pilot Mouse Optical Wireless Mini
Mini Optical Mouse

Boardmaker Plus

Words and Concepts 1|

Boardmaker Adolescent Bundle

Boardmaker Educational Bundle

Boardmaker Fun Bundle

Clicker 4

Light Duty Magic Arm

IntelliKeys USB Mouse Access Keyguard

IntelliKeys USB Math Access Keyguard

IntelliKeys USB Qwerty Keyguard

IntelliKeys USB Alphabet Keyguard

IntelliKeys USB Basic Writing Keyguard

MINImo MN4

MIGHTYmo MG4

Dana Wireless with Write:OutLoud to Go

Symbol Communicator for the Blind

Big Keys LX Keyguard

Big Keys Plus Keyguard

Dana Rom 1.2 for Write Out Loud to Go
software upgrade fix

Recording Control for Dynawrite

Battery Interrupter A type

Battery Interrupter C/D Type

Microlight Switch

SAM Joystick ~WIN

Tak Trak Pluswith Levels

Springboard

Tech Talk with Environmental Controls

DV 4 Keyguard Set

Pathfinder PF2

Magic Arm Device Adapter

Tangible Symbol System

Bookworm

Kensington Optical Wireless Mini Pilot Mouse

Kensington Optical Pilot Mouse

Kensington Expert Mouse Pro with Direct
Launch Buttons

Kensington Turbo Mouse/Trackball for MAC

Kensington Turbo Mouse Pro (trackball) with
direct launch buttons MAC

Kensington Expert Mouse~ Four Button Optical
Trackball with Scrolling Ring

Life Cycles-Birth and Beyond - Start-to-Finish
Literacy Starter

Recycling-Cash in the Trash - Start-to-Finish
Literacy Starter

Early Settlers-Changes and Challenges - Start-to-
Finish Literacy Starter

Plants-Science and Surroundings Literacy
Starters - Start-to-Finish Literacy Starter

Volcanoes- Force and Fury Literacy Starters -
Start-to-Finish Literacy Starter
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UAAACT TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Training Activities are at the Computer Center for Citizens with Disabilities, 1595 W. 500 South in Salt Lake
City. Toregister for workshops, call the Computer Center at 877-9380 or toll free at 1-888-866-5550.
Additional workshops are posted at the web site: www.uaaact.org

Boardmaker Plusfor PC by Craig Boogaard ............ November 10, 2005 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
IDEIA 2004 and AT by Scott Baggaley . .................. December 8, 2005 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Assistive Technology Legal Issuesand ..................... January 20, 2006 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm

Funding Ideas by Craig Boogaard

New L eadership Council Members

We would like to welcome the new members of the UAAACT Leadership Council who began their two years
of service in July 2005. Teresa Gardner isfrom San Juan School District and provides support to Four
Corners, Carbon/Emery, and Uintah Basin Teams. Gary Steineckert, from Washington School District,
supports Kane/Garfield, Washington, Central Utah, and Iron/Millard/ Beaver teams. We gratefully
acknowledge their willingness to serve and have quickly learned to appreciate their contributions to our
discussions and decisions. These new council members join Debbie Manning, Tracy Stewart, and L esa Stone.

Debbie Manning from the Box Elder Team represents Teams T, L, C, and B.

Tracy Stewart from the Salt Lake/Tooele Team represents Teams G, E, D, and U.

Lesa Stone from the Murray/Granite Team represents Teams Q, J, A, R and O.

We extend our appreciation to Tressa Beckstead and Sue Lancaster for their contributions to the UAAACT
Leadership Council over the past two years. We will miss their wisdom and experience at our council
meetings, but wish them well in their continued service to their individual UAAACT teams





