Winter 2007

Insidethisissue

Page Article

1 2007 UAAACT
Conference to be
Held in Ogden

2 Post Conference
Training for
UAAACT Team
Members

UAAACT Success
Story

3 Welcome New
Team Members

Joy Zabala
Training

Policy Change

Miscellaneous
[tems

4 Reminders

UAAACT
Conference
Driving and
Parking
Information

The Computer Center for
Citizens With Disabilities

1595 West 500 South

Salt Lake City, UT 84104
Phone 801-887-9380

Fax 801-887-9382

E-mail choogaar@utah.gov

UAAACT News

Utah Augmentative Alternative Assistive Communication and Technology Teams

Editor: Byron Villeverde
UAAACT Web Site: http://www.uaaact.org

2007 UAAACT Conference to be Held in
Ogden

Our UAAACT Conference will be held on February 7-8, 2007. The theme for
this conferenceis“AT — Prioritize, Customize, Individualize’. The keynote
speakers will be Judi Sweeney on February 7", and Caroline Musselwhite on
February 8". Judi Sweeney, who has been working in education since 1969, is the
founder of Onion Mountain Technology. She has developed the LOTTIE Kits
that examine low to mid tech assistive technology options for students with
learning disorders. Her website is: www.onionmountaintech.com Caroline
Musselwhite has more than 25 years of experience with assistive technology. She
has authored many books on a variety of educational topics, including Don
Johnston’ s Start-to-Finish Literacy Starters. Caroline sweb siteis:

WWW.aaci ntervention.com

The UAAACT Conference is sponsored by the Utah State Office of Education
and the Utah Augmentative Alternative Assistive Communication and
Technology Teams. Also co-sponsoring this conference is the Utah Assistive
Technology Program at Utah State University. Thisyear, we are holding the
conference at a new location, the Ogden Eccles Conference Center located in the
heart of Ogden. Y ou can check their web site at: http://oecenter.com/

We expect thisto be a great conference. There will be 30 breakout sessions, a
Vendor Hall and five post conference sessions for UAAACT members. A copy of
the schedule is included at the end of this newsletter. Those who participate could
register for one semester credit hour from the University of Utah for $60, at your
expense, or apply for relicensure credits. A note, if you plan to attend the
conference session on “ Simple Switches for AAC Users’” by Nadean Lescoe and
the Ogden UAAACT team, there will be a $5.00 charge for the materials used to
make a switch. UAAACT members will be reimbursed for lodging, meals, and
mileage according to established UAAACT policy.




Post Conference Training for
UAAACT Team Members

The main UAAACT Conference will conclude on
Thursday, Feb 8" at 1:00 PM.

Post Conference Workshops on Thursday, February 8"

Don Johnston Solo Suite — 1:00 to 4:00 pm
by Cherish Bowman

With hands-on computer training, participants will learn
the basic features of the Solo Suite of software including
Read Out Loud, Write Out Loud, Co:Writer and Draft
Builder. At the request of the instructor, this session is
limited to 25 participants, or one person from each
UAAACT team.

* *k %k % %
Who's Redlly Talking? — 1:00 to 4:00 pm
by Caroline Musselwhite

Explore the use of Social Scriptsto ensure that augmented
communicators — even those with limited access skills, can
achieve interactions that are frequent, motivating, self
initiated, and with arange of partners, including peers.
Strategies will be provided to teach the use of social scripts
to support conversational skills. Participants will receive
Caroline’'s Chat Book and CD.

* k* % % %

Dynavox Series 4 Training- Intro. to Advanced - 1:00 to
3:00pm by TonyaTurner

Participants will learn about the page sets that are available
and how to navigate through the device and how to create,
customize, and modify buttons and pages for an individual
user. Explore methods for backing up and restoring
information for the Series 4 device. Use digital imagesto
create interactive communication pages.

* k* % % %

Post Conference Workshops on Friday, February 9"

Don Johnston Solo Suite — 8:00 to 11:00 am with
refreshment break about 10:00 am
by Cherish Bowman

Thiswill be arepeat of the Solo workshop taught by
Cherish on Thursday afternoon.

* k k k%

New Vista Operating System - 11:15 amto 12:15 pm

At least one person from each UAAACT team will need
to attend this session because at the end of the session,
team memberswill betaking a new laptop computer to
use with their assessmentsand other team work. Scott
Baggaley will cover care and use of the computer as well
as how to use the new accessibility features built in to the
Windows Vista operating system.

UAAACT Success Story
Last year the Prentke Romich Company celebrated their
40" anniversary. As part their celebration, they decided to
give away forty of their AAC devices to deserving users.
Due to the hard work of Mryna Pool and other UAAACT
team membersin Salt Lake School District, one of these
deserving users was discovered in Utah. The following
submittal was for Alin Cortez. She received a Spanish
Speaking Springboard from Prentke Romich.

Celetrating Years of Communication Success
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Alin Cortez

Alin Cortez, 18 years old, has been a student in the Salt
Lake City School District since arriving from Mexico in
1998. She has spastic cerebral palsy due to premature
birth. Through her strong nonverbal communication skills,
charming personality and warm smile, individuals are
drawn to interact with her. She responds "yes" or "no" with
a head nod. While her family speaks Spanish at home, she
also understands English at school and in the community.
That is why the SpringBoard, Spanish version, is so
important for her bilingual communication needs.

Alin enjoys reading books on the computer and socializing
with her many friends at Columbus Center. She has an
electric wheelchair that she maneuvers with incredible
control and precision providing her with independent
mobility. Her SpringBoard will give her the means to initiate
and maintain conversation as well as seek help as needed
throughout her day. Jeff Spencer, teacher for students with
severe and multiple disabilities at East High School, made
the following observations about Alin. "Her face lights up at
any conversation. She is eager to communicate.”

Alin will amaze her friends and family as her SpringBoard
allows her to share her inner self. She will be a role model
for her peers with disabilities as she makes a positive
contribution to the world. Everyone who knows Alin is
thrilled with this new opportunity to communicate and
appreciate the generosity of Prentke Romich to enrich the
lives of individuals who meet and overcome unusual
challenges.

Submitted by

Myrna Pool, SLP

Salt Lake City School District
(http://www.prentrom.com/40selections)



The presentation of the Spanish Springboard was held at
the Utah Center for Assistive Technology in Salt Lake City
and was well attended. Alin, her family, friends, UCAT
staff, Salt Lake City School District personnel, Prentke
Romich representative, Allen Renshaw, reporters from
three local television stations, and Salt Lake Tribune
reporter JuliaLyon were all in attendance. Julia s article,
Teen Finally Finds a Voice, was printed in the November
16, 2006 issue of the Salt Lake Tribune.

Please Welcome our New Team
Members as of December 9, 2006!

Team O — Kelly Richinsfilling an open position
Team U - Katrina Davenport has replaced David Makin

(Approvals pending receiving L etter of Support from
Special Ed. Directors)

Team P — Carla Powell and Julie Brown filling open
positions

Team P - Nathan Platt to replace Vickie Ahlstrom
Team Q - Joni Herrerato replace Melanie Barlow
Team S—Ann Lovell to fill an open position

Joy Zabala Training

The UAAACT Project is grateful to Utah’s Deafblind
Project for inviting UAAACT members to attend the
“Assistive Technology” training by Joy Zabala, a
nationally known assistive technology expert. We are
encouraging UAAACT membersto register for Joy’s
presentation on March 14, 2007. This session will include
information on the SETT Framework and Quality
Indicators in Assistive Technology Services. Joy wasthe
principal author of these concepts and AT service
principles. Her presentation on 15" is geared for
paraprofessionals employed by USDB and will be basicin
nature. We are not encouraging UAAACT membersto
attend Joy’ s training on March 15",

Because Joy’ s topics for her presentation on March 14" are
so closely tied to the AT assessment services provided by
UAAACT teams, the UAAACT Project will help cover
expenses for the UAAACT members who live over 50
miles from the University of Utah, where the training will
he held. UAAACT members living within 50 miles of the
university would not incur costs associated with this
training since there is no registration fee.

For teams that live 50 miles or more from the conference
location, we have funds to cover the hotel, mileage, and
meals for at least two UAAACT members. Please contact
Craig Boogaard (801-887-9533) or Lynn Marcous (801-
887-9380) to see if hotel space or additional funding
becomes available.

Since the UAAACT Project can only reimburse hotel
expenses at the state rate of $68/night in the SLC area, we
have secured a block of rooms at the Crystal Inn (230 W.

500S. SLC, UT 84101, Phone: 801-328-4466. Along with
accepting the state rate, the Crystal Inn offers free parking,
afree hot breakfast buffet, and is just two blocks from the
Courthouse TRAX Station. Asyou make your reservation,
give your school district’s name to qualify for the state
rate. Make your reservation by Feb. 15, 2007 to insure this
rate. If you have problems when reserving aroom, contact
Dominic at 801-533-6236. It isokay to stay at adifferent
hotel, but please be aware that we can only reimburse at
$68/night plus tax.

Important Note: Thereisvirtualy NO parking at the
location of Joy’straining. UAAACT members should plan
to take TRAX to the University of Utah, and exit at the
Fort Douglas TRAX Station. Walk across the pedestrian
bridge and go east to the Guest House Officers Club at the
Fort Douglas. Other members could park at a TRAX
station with parking facilities, and take the TRAX to the
university. If you feel that you must drive, there are paid
guest parking lots scattered around the university. A
university shuttle could be taken from one of these pay
lots. Walking could take 20-30 minutes, so allow extra
travel timeif you choose this option.

Policy Change

Because of ateam’srequest to use a portion of their
training money to purchase team equipment, The
Leadership Counsel has adopted a change in policy.
Money designated for team training can now be used to
purchase team equipment. However, money designated to
purchase team equipment cannot be used for team training.
This decision needs to be made a year in advance, dueto
the need to write it into the grant. Team Leaderswill have
to make this decision. Once the decision is made to use
their team training money to purchase team equipment, the
decision remains throughout that year, and cannot be
changed.

Miscellaneous Items

Thisisan answer to a question that has often been asked,
“If adevice on loan from the UAAACT library works,
what can be done for the student between the end of the
trial period, and when the student gets their own device?
Ideasinclude: Find asimilar device that could fill in until
the device has been purchased and received; rent a device
from the manufacturer; call The Computer Center to see if
thereis an older but similar device that could be used on a
long term loan; check with organizations such as Kiwanis,
Elks, etc.; apply to a Christmas wish list to find a donor;
use alaptop with Speaking Dynamically Speaking Pro, and
check to see what your school district can do since many
districts have, or are developing, equipment lending
libraries of their own.



Reminders 2. Team leaders are asked to complete the UAAACT Post
Conference Registration Form and submit it to Lynn
Marcoux at The Computer Center by February 5"

3. Complete the registration form for the Joy Zabala
Wgrkshop if you would like to attend that event on March
14"

1. For teams that have members traveling out of state for
training, we need aletter of support from their special
education director.

UAAACT Conference Driving and Parking Information

Driving Information:
From the South: The Ogden Eccles Confernce Center is located 3 miles east of I-15 taking Exit #345 on
24th Street.

From the North : On I-15 take exit 346 and proceed East to Washington Boulevard, turn right. The
conference center is 3 blocks south on the right

Parking Information
The Hampton Inn offers free parking in the parking structure. Valet Parking for Hampton Inn guests is
$5.00 a day but this is not covered by the UAAACT project.

There is 15 minute curbside parking at the southwest corner of 24" street and Washington Avenue to allow
Hampton Inn guests to register and unload their luggage.

There is free parking in the Parking Structure for Conference Attendees, and Additional Free parking at the
Marriott Hotel. (see the map below)

Marth
24th Street  (Martin Luther King Jr. Street) T
To 15 Harmptan
Marriott Inn & Suites
Hotel
Eceles
Additional Parking Conference -
Farking Structure Center =
£ , 5
T
= 2 | o Enter §
< ] from
Kiesel Ave
25th Street




2007 UAAACT Conference Schedule
Wednesday, February 7, 2007

7:45-8:30 am Registration and Continental Breakfast Main Entry and Lobby
8:30 to Keynote Session by Judith Sweeney Egyptian Theater
The AT Continuum
10:00 a.m.
10-11 a.m. Grand Opening of Vendor Hall and Refreshments Ballroom 3
Computer Lab
Room 101 Room 102 Executive 100 Room 103 Room 201 Room 203 Ballroom 3
11:00 AM * Robert Chappell Dave Lambert * Ann Brundige Suzanne Anderson [Judi Sweeney Michelle Vance Exhibits
to noon It's Universal Design [ Prioritize/ Delivering Science |Susan Hamblin Technology and JiJi Perkins
at its Best-Find the Customize/ Currirulum with The Asperger Math Conversation Groupq
Hidden Writer in Individualize Clicker 5, Class- Student, "The How, Teaching Functional
Every Student with FOR FREE room Suite, and The Where, and Communication in a
The Writer Plus Softouch the What For" Fun and Interactive |Environ.
Noon-1:30 p.m. Lunch (On your own) Environment
1:30 p.m.to |Room 101 Room 102 Executive 100 Room 103 Room 201 Room 203 Ballroom 3
3:00 p.m * RJ Cooper Ginny Eggen * Lori Geist Kent Remund Judi Sweeney Rod Price Exhibits
Making The Art of Mayer-Johnson Bryan Carroll Technology and Sachin Pavithran
Breakthroughs Collaboration Hands-On Pete Miner Organization Portable Electronic
With RJ Cooper Boardmaker Versior] Introduction to Notetakers
6.0: New Features |Electronic Aids to
Come to Life! Daily Living
3-3:15 p.m. Break and Refreshments in the Vendor Hall Ballroom 3
3:15p.m.to |Room 101 Room 102 Executive 100 Room 103 Room 201 Room 203 Ballroom 3
4:45 p.m. * RJ Cooper Janice Hill Victoria * Debbie McBride Judi Sweeney Sachin Pavithran Exhibits
Part 1l of Mona Oversteg Rasmussen AAC Evaluations Time-Saving Linda Braithwaite
Making Cindy Quercia PowerPoint Simplified: Tools Technology Tips Everette Bacon
Breakthroughs Sarah Cox and Resources for Teachers Screen Magnification
With RJ Cooper Meville to Weville and Screen Reading
made EASYville Programs
6:00 p.m. UAAACT Dinner (UAAACT Members Only) Ballroom 1 and 2

* Denotes Vendor Session




2007 UAAACT Conference Schedule

Thursday, February 8, 2007

7:45-8:30 Continental Breakfast Lobby and Hallway
8:30a.m.to | Keynote Session by Caroline Musselwhite Egyptian Theatre
9:30 a.m. AAC and Topic Setting: Getting the Most Bang for Your Buck
9:30-9:45am.| Break and Refreshments in the Vendor Hall Ballroom 3
Computer Lab
9:45-10:45 Room 101 Room 102 Executive 100 Room 103 Room 201 Room 203 Ballroom 3
Marcia Birdsley * Tanya Turner * Steve Boyle Susan Johnston Caroline Lorri Quigley Exhibits
Karla Robinet Funding/Choosing |Learning When Enhancing the Musselwhite Cheralyn Creer
Cortical Visual a Device and Reading is the Participation of Communication Chris Timothy
Impairment: Do they [Introducing a New |Challenge Children with Dis. Circles NIMAS - How do
see or not see? That |Series Device from in Inclusive Preschool Students Get
is the question Dynavox Classrooms with AAC Accessible Textbooks?
10:45-11:00 |Break
11:00-12:00 [(Room 101 Room 102 Executive 100 Room 103 Room 201 Room 203
Nadean Lescoe Julie Brown * Allen Renshaw |Bradie Ormond Caroline Lesa Stone
and UAAACT Team |Judy Roberts Prentke Romich Alice Richins Musselwhite One for All and
Simple Switches Tools for Learning |Products and Are You Prompt What's to Read All for One
for AAC Users Support Dependent? Should
50 people max You Be?
$5 charge for mtrls
Noon-1:00 p.m. Ballroom 1 and 2
* Denotes Vendor Session
Thursday Post Conference Room 102 Executive 100 Room 201
UAAACT Members Only 1-3pm 1-4pm 1-4 pm
* Tonya Turner * Cherish Bowman Caroline Musselwhite

Dynavox Series 4
Training Intro to Advanced

25 People

Don Johnston
Solo Suite
25 People

Who's Really Talking?

80 People




Friday Post Conference Executive 100

UAAACT Members Only 8-11 am
* Cherish Bowman

Don Johnston Solo Suite - Repeat from Thursday
25 People

Break 11-11:15

Executive 100

11:15amto 12:15 pm

Scott Baggaley

New Vista Operating System
40-50 People




