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Many Thanks 
 

The 2009 UAAACT Conference has come and gone. What a 
wonderful time was had by all!  We all came away from the conference 
with folders full of a wealth of information and useful ideas to take back 
to our districts.  We also enjoyed time spent with associates and friends 
from other areas of the state.  Moving the conference this year to Provo 
Marriott was also very enjoyable. 

We need to express appreciation to the hard work of the 
Leadership Council for their year long planning and work to make the 
conference so worthwhile for everyone. Accolades go to Craig and Scott 
for all their work setting everything up and taking care of all of the 
details. A bouquet of roses to Lynn - for all of her work with registration, 
paperwork and all the unmentioned details she does. What would we do 
without the guiding hand of Craig, Scott and Lynn?  
 The pre-conference was a hit with everyone and it gave us 
wonderful useable information. The duo from Reno were energetic, 
informative and full of useful information.  The conference Keynote 
speakers: Libby Rush and Susan Johnson were like a “shot in the arm” 
leaving with us with renewed enthusiasm. The break-out sessions were 
filled with tremendous talent, working information and an opportunity to 
collect lots of new ideas. If any of you would like to have your district 
associates and parents learn some of this information, contact any of the 
presenters and discuss having them come to your district for in service.  
We have so much talent in our state teams, not to mention a wealth of 
experience and information that it is a shame not to use them.  We also 
encourage you to take advantage of the upcoming training opportunities 
taught by Craig and Scott. * See below listing. 
 

Upcoming Training Opportunities 
 
 

April 3         Grant Writing Workshop   (1:00 to 3:00) Computer Center 
                         Register with Lynn, Scott or Craig 
May 6          Debbie McBride Workshop  (9:00 – 3:30) Computer Center 
                      Details will be coming from Debbie McBride (cost: $99.) 
May 7          Boardmaker Basics (1:00-3:00) Computer Center 
                      Register with Lynn, Scott or Craig 
 May 8          LAMP Workshop  (Logan)  
                      Details and registration information through PRC 
                      at: www.prentrom.com/training/lamp  
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Let’s Spread the News 
 

   How can we show USOE that we need team 
equipment money in the UAAACT grant? 
   In a recent conversation between Jocelyn and 
Craig, she mentioned that some USOE staff have 
observed that UAAACT equipment is sitting on 
storage shelves.  They expressed concern to 
Jocelyn that if we are going to use USOE funds 
for UAAACT equipment, we need to get the 
equipment into the classrooms where students 
can use the equipment.  Also, if we are spending 
money on equipment, we need documentation the 
equipment is being used.  If this documentation is 
done, it will show the districts and USOE how 
many items were checked out and would be 
verification of our need for on-going equipment 
funds. 
   The Leadership Council discussed this matter 
and Janalyn reported that 247 pieces of their 
team equipment have been checked out since 
October.  Bob worried that it would not look 
good for teams serving small districts or rural 
areas because their number of team items 
checked out would be much smaller than the 
Wasatch front teams. 
   The intent of reporting use of equipment is not 
to compare teams, but to verify that equipment is 
being used and made available for students.  It 
will not change the formula for determining team 
equipment budgets.  It may give all teams an 
incentive to get more equipment into the 
student’s hands. 
   Janalyn made a good point that equipment goes 
out in waves. Equipment needs change year to 
year based on the student’s needs. Some years 
there isn’t a need for a joystick style mouse and 
the next year there are many requests for that 
item.  There are a lot of factors to consider with 
the use of equipment. 
   Bret added that in some cases, team equipment 
is like a fire engine.  You don’t need it every day, 
but it is good to have it when you need it! 
Equipment is used, but it is not all used at the 
same time.  There may always be some 
equipment on a shelf. 
   A new Data Collection Requirement will be in 
effect for the 2009-10 school year.  Teams will be 
asked to count team equipment checked out and 
submit a total count at the    
    

end of the year to be included in their team 
summary report.   
 

Just a Reminder 
Team Reports and Competencies 

Due June 12th 
   UAAACT Team reports are due no later than 
June 12th.  All hours spent with team visits, parent 
contacts, preparation of materials, programming of 
devices, working with staff and parents should be 
reported.  Remember that time spent working with 
a child during service times on an IEP cannot be 
counted.  The hours you report and the number of 
students you serve generates the money received by 
each team for purchasing equipment for your 
team. Each UAAACT member should fill out the 
“UAAACT Team Member Report of Hours” and 
the “UAAACT Team Member Report of Students 
Served” forms. When these forms are completed, 
send them to your team leader, who will then 
compile the information for your team. The team 
leader will then compile the information on a 
“UAAACT Team Summary Report Form” it 
should send it to: 
     jbiesinger@graniteschools.org   
(or mail it to)   Janalyn Biesinger  
           Fremont Elementary School, 
                4249 South 1425 West    
             Taylorsville, Utah  84123 
This information will be calculated based on this 
report and will generate your 2009-10 team 
equipment budget.  The report is also used to 
justify the annual application for UAAACT funds.  
PLEASE BE PROMPT WITH THIS REPORT. 
   Documentation of UAAACT Competency levels 
are also due on June 12th.  These forms will 
determine your team training budget for the next 
year.  If you have a team member who is eligible to 
move up a competency level, please complete the 
form and mail or fax it to Craig. 
Only new UAAACT members and UAAACT 
members moving up a level, need to complete this 
form. 
 
   ** All forms are in your UAAACT manual and 
also on line at: www.uaaact.org 
       

 

mailto:jbiesinger@graniteschools.org�
http://www.uaaact.org/�
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Continued: from page 2 

 
Please send completed Documentation of 
UAAACT Competencies to: 

Craig Boogaard 
The Computer Center for Citizens With 

Disabilities 
1595 West 500 South 

Salt Lake City, UT 84104 
 

For Your Information 
(Notice sent to UAAACT) 

“Contribute to research and make a difference”             
Are you the parent or primary caregiver of a 
teen or young adult who uses a speech 
generating device (SGD?  Would you like to 
contribute to research at the University of 
Wyoming on social skills in teens and young 
adults who use augmentative and alternative 
communication? 
If your child is: 

1. 16-21 years of age 
2. Uses a speech generating with dynamic 

display and synthetic speech. 
3. Uses direct selection 
4. Has used his/her system for 6 months. 

He or she may be eligible to participate in a 
FREE 4 week online social skills training 
program on interrupting.  Parents will be 
required to supervise completion of the social 
skills course and to document performance. 
For additional information visit: 
http://eduworkshops.efrontlearning.net/view  
Type in the word “social” for the username and 
password when prompted.  If you are interest, 
please contact us by calling: 307-766-5577 or 
e-mailing: jsenner@uwyo.edu 

 
              

A Comparative Review of Four Screen-Access Products 
(by: Josh Kennedy – Braille Forum, July 2008) 

 
This is an article listing new products. If you 
would like the entire article it is easy to Google. 
Here is a thumbnail sketch of interesting 
information. 
      *Thunder 
Thunder is a free screen reader created by the 
screenreader.net company. It works with 
Windows XP Home, XP Pro, and Vista.  It has a 
talking installer which, when launched, installs 
Thunder with little or no intervention by the 
user. There is also a Thunder Pro version which 
allows you to have a little more functionality such 
as telling the font and formatting styles in Word.  
You can also buy more natural-sounding voices 
for Thunder for $49. each from:       
www.screenreader.net and 
www.screenreader.co.uk  
       *Nonvisual Desktop Assess 
This program is written in Python, a 
programming language recommended for 
beginners or for non-programmers to start out 
with. This program comes with a talking 
installer. It will run on any Windows 2000, XP or 
Vista computer. It does not yet have mouse 
simulation. NVDA does have a different method 
of object navigation. NVDA comes with a free 
and open-source text-to-speech engine which 
sounds a lot like Hal’s Orpheus.  This synthesizer 
is called eSpeak. You can obtain a SAP15 version 
of it by going to: http://espeak.sourceforge.net 
There you can download a version of eSpeak 
which is SAP15 compatible and will work with 
other screen readers. 
       *System Access To Go 
Want a solution for forgetting your USB flash 
drive? System Access To Go : www.satogo.com 
and you will be guided by DECTalk into using 
System Access. There is nothing to install to the 
hard drive of the computer.  
 

http://eduworkshops.efrontlearning.net/view�
mailto:jsenner@uwyo.edu�
http://www.screenreader.net/�
http://www.screenreader.co.uk/�
http://espeak.sourceforge.net/�
http://www.satogo.com/�
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Augmentative Communication Evaluations 

Simplified: 
Tools and Resources 

 
Presented by: Debby McBride 

 AAC TechConnect 
 
AAC Evaluation Workshop will be held at 
The Computer Center for Citizens with 
Disabilities (UCAT) on Wednesday May 6th 
From 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM. 
 
The cost to attend this workshop is $99. per 
person. UAAACT members who have funds in 
their team training budget may us those funds 
to attend this workshop.  Many UAAACT 
teams have already used their funds for other 
conferences. If you do not know if you have 
team training fund available, you may contact 
Lynn Marcoux (801-887-9380) and ask her 
about the balance in your team training budget. 
 
If you are planning to attend Debby’s workshop 
You must register through Craig Boogaard by 
calling (801-887-9533) or email him at: 
cboogaar@utah.gov  (by Friday, April 24th.) 
 
If you or your colleagues want to register for 
Debby’s workshop using personal funds or 
district funds, you may register at: 
http://www.aactechconnect.com/workshops.cfm 
 
This workshop promises to be a very 
worthwhile and we encourage you to attend. 
Reserve a place now so that you are assured to 
be able to attend this workshop. 
 
* Free CD and access to online tools 
* CEU’s available for no charge. 
* Lunch provided by AAC TechConnect, Inc 

 

During this workshop, Debby will give 
instruction as to: 
1. Complete AAC evaluations using a toolkit of 
low-cost communication tools/devices. 
2. Evaluate individuals with the simplest to the 
most complex communication needs. 
3. Complete paperwork from beginning-to-end 
of the process using provided templates. 
4. Match individual’s skills to the features of 
AAC devices. 
5. Identify types of devices, their features and 
identify ways to research device choices. 
 
 

Lamp Seminars Presents: 
“Tools and Techniques” 

 
Date: May 8, 2009 
Time: 9:00 -3:30 
Place: Utah State University 
           Young Education and Technology Center 
              Computer Lab 
            2800 Old Main Hill – Logan, UT 
 
   This PRC Workshop is designed for 
individuals who want to learn new AAC skills 
and strategies to enhance the lives of people 
with ASD.  The seminar will examine current 
research, history of augmenting speech for 
people with ASD.  Participants will study 
communication assessment and augmentative 
implementation procedures, with an emphasis 
on the use of multi-modal communication 
systems.  Training Leader: Teresa Parrill 
Teresa received her education from University 
of Northern Iowa and her Master’s degree from 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Both her 
degrees are in Speech Pathology.  She enjoys 
consulting with individuals giving workshops 
on ways to provide the most appropriate means 
to enhance communicative abilities. 
 

mailto:cboogaar@utah.gov�
http://www.aactechconnect.com/workshops.cfm�


 
 2009 UAAACT State Conference 

Provo Marriott 
                          
 
 

                       
 Welcome to the Conference                    Key Note Speaker                               Key Note Speaker 
         Jocelyn Taylor    Libby Rush    Susan Johnson 
 

                                       
 
                                                   We enjoyed wonderful meals and time 
                                                     for visiting and the sharing of ideas. 
 

                     
    Moments of Yoga and Brain Exercises                                        A Breakout Sessions 
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 2009 UAAACT State Conference 

Provo Marriott 
 
 

                                                   
                                                                 --- and the winner is!    
                                                    Scott Baggaley, handing out all the prizes 
 
 
 
  Many thanks to all those that attended the 
2009 UAAACT Conference.  We enjoyed the gathering of new 
information from invited Keynote speakers and we came away 
with many new ideas to share and to put to good use with those 
we work closely with.  Thanks to the vendors that filled the 
Vendor Hall with the newest and the latest examples of 
equipment. Special thanks to the Leadership Council for all of 
their hard work --  Bob Wasden, Chair (Southwest Educational 
Development Center,Janalyn Biesinger (Granite), Monique Carlsen (Logan) 
Dave John (Uintah), Rebecca Lewis (Utah State Office of Education), 
Bret McCabe (Provo). 
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 2009 UAAACT State Conference 

Provo Marriott 
 

Distinguished Service Award 
 

                                                  
 
                                                                Dave Lambert 
 

                          “ The AAC guy from Washington County” 
 
  The Distinguished Service Award is awarded to a member of the 
Augmentative Alternative Assistive Communication and Technology 
(UAAACT) team, who has gone above and beyond in providing 
exceptional service through the UAAACT project and to the students in 
their district. The recipient of this award for 2009 is Dave Lambert. 

Dave has assisted countless numbers of students and their families in 
obtaining AAC equipment and providing assistance in the use of other 
assistive technology at school. Dave works tirelessly for the special needs 
children.  He has served on the Leadership Council and has given 
numerous presentations at State Conferences over the years. 
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          Suzanne B. Anderson                                               Tobey Fields 

                                                                         Accepted by:Cathy Szumigal 
 
          The Ken Reavis Award was awarded this year to: 
      Suzanne B. Anderson (Davis) and Tobey Fields (Cache) 

 
Both of these individuals have served with great dedication, each in their own ways 
in helping individuals to find ways to implement Assistive Technology into their 
lives.  They have been involved with the development of materials and have spent  
many hours, helping and instructing other professionals in many areas of Assistive 
Technology through in-service classes.  They are both great advocates for students 
and parents.  Both Suzanne and Tobey have served on the State Leadership Council 
and have been involved with many assignments within the council and were active 
in planning of State Conferences.  Suzanne has been Team Leader of Davis’ Team - 
R and Tobey has been Team Leader of Teams L and V.  Both are Speech/Language 
Patholgists and Assistive Technology Specialists. 
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