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We Need Your Assistance!

1. Many educators in Utah are not aware of UAAACT team services or the
goals of the UAAACT Project. In order to help teachers become more
familiar with UAAACT services, the UAAACT Leadership Council has
recommended that the UAAACT Project have a booth at each of the state
sponsored special education conferences. The UAAACT booth will display
AT products and explain UAAACT services. The AT products and display
boards will be furnished by UCAT. Flyers will also be available
announcing our 2009 UAAACT Conference. Since a lot of time is
involved, it was also proposed that teams located near the conference sites
volunteer themselves to man the booth. A rotation could be set up to have
two or three UAAACT team members man the booth for a couple of hours
on a specific day. If the conference is a two day event, another team could
furnish the manpower for the following day. This would be a fun and
learning experience for UAAACT members. What better way to learn
about equipment than to share it with others? This activity will expose
classroom teachers, special educators and parents to the UAAACT Project.

2. A new section has been added to the UAAACT Newsletter. It will be
called “UAAACT Team Strategies that Work.” We need input from you -
success stories! Please share with us some of your short stories of success
(3-5 lines only). We want stories on successful methods of assessing,
strategies that help IEP teams be all they can be with AT devices, collecting
data to determine the effectiveness of AT equipment, acquiring funding of
AT equipment, etc. Please know that your participation will be helping
other teams. Send any helpful suggestions to Craig (cboogaar@utah.gov),
or Scott (sbaggaley@utah.gov). Thank you!

3. Jocelyn Taylor needs data from teams showing how students have
improved or benefited from using UAAACT Equipment. In the past this
information has been requested by The State Legislature. This data will
protect us and help the Legislature and other decision makers make more
informed decisions. Jocelyn has asked for success stories or information
that verifies the benefit of the UAAACT Project. Describe what is
working. Again please send this information to Craig (cboogaar@utah.gov)
or Scott (sbaggaley@utah.gov).




Priority for 2007-2008 School Year - Improve
UAAACT Reimbursement and Travel
Procedures

Lynn’s advice for all UAAACT members
attending CSUN:

Make sure you use the new UAAACT Travel
reimbursement form. Also, EVERYTHING on
the form must be completed in FULL or the
form will be returned to the person requesting
reimbursement. Team Leaders should
encourage all of their team members who are
traveling to review the travel guidelines that
were presented to them at the team leader
training on September 5, 2007. Also, be aware
that ALL TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENTS
need to be submitted within 30 days of

traveling.

Team Laptop Computer Update

If your Team’s new computer is running slowly
there is the possibility that you computer is
affected by a memory leak. This leak is in the
program that runs the DVD processes on the
computer. There is a patch available which may
be able to fix the problem. Please contact Scott
(sbaggaley@utah.gov) if you are experiencing
this difficulty and he can help you fix the
problem. He is also exploring upgrading the
computers memory to help with this and needs
feedback on whether the patch is effective.

Online Training Opportunity

The Salt Lake/Tooele School District has
contracted with IntelliTools for some online
training. These Training will be on April 3",
10™, and 17™. They will run from 2:30 pm to
4:00 pm on each of these three days. The
training that was purchased has room for 20
participants. It will involve intermediate to
advanced use of some IntelliTools products.
Training will also address specific issues
requested by the Salt Lake/Tooele Team. If this
is something that you may be interesting in
attending please contact Merrie Smithson at
Merrie.Smithson@slc.k12.ut.us. Slots will be
filled on a first come first serve basis.

Reminder on UAAACT Equipment

Items from the UAAACT central inventory are
purchased for assessment purposes only. Those
who borrow equipment have a 30 day check out
period. If the equipment is not requested by
another UAAACT member during the 30 days,
the person may request to have this checkout
extended for up to 90 days. At the end of the
checkout period the equipment must be returned
to The Computer Center. If the equipment has
been requested by another UAAACT member
after 30 days, it should be returned immediately.
Team members are responsible to contact the
Computer Center to see if an extension is
possible.

UAAACT members should not exchange
equipment with the requesting UAAACT
member, but should return it to The Computer
Center to insure the equipment has all the
necessary parts and manuals before it is checked
out again.

When UAAACT members return UAAACT
equipment that was damaged through neglect (to
give little attention or respect to) or abuse
(improper or excessive use or treatment), the
district where the equipment was used will be
billed for the cost of the repair or the UAAACT
team’s equipment budget will be reduced by the
cost of the repair. If there is no reasonable
explanation for the damage to the UAAACT
equipment, it will be considered neglect. If the
damage to the device occurred when the
equipment was not being used as intended, it
will be considered abuse. All other UAAACT
equipment repairs will be paid for with
UAAACT funds.

When a UAAACT team member returns
equipment with confirmed missing parts, the
UAAACT member will have two weeks to find
and return the missing parts. If the parts are not
returned within two weeks, the District where
the equipment was used will be billed for the
cost of the replacement parts or the UAAACT
team equipment budget will be reduced to cover
the cost of the replacement parts.



Please Welcome our New UAAACT Team
Member

Angela Parenti from Park City School District
will serve on Team O. She will fill the position
vacated by Kelly Richins.

New Equipment Approved for the
UAAACTCentral Inventory

4 Ergotron Desk Mount Arms

3 Fusion with Word Prediction

3 Radio shack Clam Shell Speakers for Fusions
1 ClassMate Reader

1 Kurzweil USB 3000 Color

1 Springboard Lite

25 Spec Switches, one for each team

UAAACT Team Strategies that Work

Submitted by Jim West, Davis School District,
Team A

“Listen to the Client.” One client, a nonverbal
quadriplegic, taught me that no adaptations were
needed, just better listening skills on my part.
This client showed me the limitations of
scanning using the Kenex switch on a Macintosh
computer. He later used Express, a high end
communication device, and then a Dynavox
3100. In the end, he could communicate more
effectively without any devices.

Submitted by Byron Villaverde, Nebo School
District, Team U

When placing equipment with an IEP Team
member, remember to give them special
attention. Many of them are unfamiliar with the
equipment and are unsure that they can operate
the device. Set up time to meet with them
shortly after your evaluation. Don’t be surprised
if you find it necessary to return again and again.
In the end, the student benefits, you will have
gained the confidence of the IEP Team, and you
will have another friend in the profession.
Happy UAAACTIing!

Next UAAACT Leadership Council Meeting

The Next UAAACT Leadership Council
Meeting will be held on April 18", These
meetings provide a format for UAAACT
members to make requests or voice a concern
through their leadership council member. If you
would like anything brought up before the
leadership council, please have your suggestions
or requests to your leadership council member
by April 11™. If you need to know who your
leadership council member is, see:
www.uaaact.org and click on the link “About Us
and our Teams.”

A Gift for You!

“Building Wings” By Don Johnston
visit: www.donjohnston.com/qgift_of reading
for your online computer book!

Upcoming UAAACT Sponsored Training
Opportunities

Mar. 28 -AT & the New State Regulations
(1:00-3:00 PM)

Apr. 22 -Speaking Dynamically Pro Basics 6.0
Online Training
(3:00-4:30 PM)
To register for this training please
contact Heather Young at
heather@cpd2.usu.edu.

Apr. 25 - Breaking the Silence with LAMP
(8:30 AM -3:30 PM).
To register for this training please
contact Prentke Romich at 1-800-848-
8008. For more information on this
training please see the Prentke Romich
Website at www.prentrom.com

May 8 - New UAAACT Member Orientation
(1:00-3:00 PM)

May 13 -Speaking Dynamically Pro Advanced
Features Online Training
(3:00-4:30 PM)
To register for this training please
contact Heather Young at
heather@cpd2.usu.edu.




Additional Training Opportunities - NOT
sponsored by UAAACT

Mar 28-29 — Autism, Inclusion & Life
Workshop, by Cheryl Fisher_in SLC,
Utah - Cost $160

Apr. 11-12, 2008 - Autism, Inclusion & L.ife
Workshop, by Cheryl Fisher in Provo,
Utah - Cost $160

May 9 & 10, 2008 - Autism, Inclusion & Life
Workshop, by Cheryl Fisher_in Logan,
Utah - Cost $160

May 16 & 17, 2008 - Autism, Inclusion & Life
Workshop, by Cheryl Fisher in Cedar
City, Utah - Cost $160
For more information see:
www.ladybirdcrossing.com or call 570-
339-5935




