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Full handouts of Power points available ot 
www.adaptedstories.com 
Username and password   teachaac2010 
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King-DeBaun, P. 2008 adapted from the work of Janice Light and Karen Erickson 
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King-DeBaun, P. 2008 adapted from the work of Janice Light and Karen Erickson 

Janice Light, 1989 Communication  Competetence 
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Specific Instruction 

King-DeBaun, P. 2008 adapted from the work of Janice Light and Karen Erickson 

King-DeBaun, 2008 

Erickson, 1999 Systematic Strategies for Language 
and Literacy Instruction 
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Specific Instruction 

King-DeBaun, P. 2008 adapted from the work of Janice Light and Karen Erickson 

King-DeBaun, 2008 

Skills are strategically and systematically taught 
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A Charter program for children with severe motor impairments- focus 
was on Conductive Education 
Beginning Communicators – Ages 9--13 
Some kids have devices but did not use them 
Access was a problem- no independent access for computer or device 
Primarily participated in academics via yes and no.  
Symbols were used mainly for choices or introduction of content 
No consistent use of a light tech system 
Step by Step used for social participation (News home to school) 
Pre-primer level in literacy skills 
Untrained Staff in communication  

www.eduworkshops.com   -  Teach Me AAC 

Developing a balanced 
approach to instruction 
leads to: 

Others viewing students differently 
and interacting  at higher levels with 
the students and thus having higher 
expectations.  

Students begin to interact in more sophisticated ways. 

Based on the Premise that… 
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Photo Album to share stories.	



Set Topics.	



Curriculum (Vocabulary) Pages+ Topic Folders	



To converse, comment and 	



communicate about activities	



Conversation Pages 

Literacy Pages 

The Classroom Communication Kit, Creative Communicating 

Communication System	



 that builds 	



Communication Competence 

Signing in and ABC related 	



Activities build literacy skills Core 
words	



Step by Step for Quick Conversational 
Scripts 

Partner Assisted Scanning is a 
method of providing communication 
opportunities for students who can 
not physically point and or who may 
be beginning communicators. 
Can be used while you are working 
towards (Operational Competence) 

access and higher tech systems. 
All of the students in the program received a light 
tech communication book  “The Communication 
Book” and it became their main curriculum while we 
worked on access. 
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Model the Use of the students system 
system 
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Balancing Instruction 

social 

literacy linguistic 

Skills are strategically taught and integrated into 
the communication program.  Building skills in a 
step by step fashion, 

Communication Success! 
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    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 An	
  Integrated	
  Model	
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  Instruc4on	
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Specific Instruction 

King-DeBaun, P. 2008 adapted from the work of Janice Light and Karen Erickson 

King-DeBaun, 2008 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 
BUILDING	
  A	
  FOUNDATION	
  FOR	
  COMMUNICATION

	
  COMPETENCE	
  

A	
  collec3on	
  of	
  phrases	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  retrieved
	
  easily	
  and	
  provide	
  efficient	
  methods	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  have	
  a
	
  conversa3on,	
  par3cipate	
  in	
  a	
  discussion,	
  provide	
  feedback	
  to	
  the
	
  listener,	
  meet	
  personal	
  needs,	
  establish	
  rela3onships,	
  etc.	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

“Talk	
  About	
  the	
  Weather?”	
  

Social Conversations 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

To	
  have	
  friends…	
  
You	
  have	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  more
	
  than	
  the	
  weather…	
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A	
  New	
  Twist	
  on	
  an	
  Old	
  Rou3ne	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

The	
  Morning	
  Show	
  Announcer	
  

P.King-DeBaun,
2007 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

The	
  Weather	
  Lady	
  

P.King-DeBaun,
2007 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

Why	
  Conversa3ons?	
  
In	
  recent	
  focus	
  groups	
  comprised	
  of	
  adults	
  
who	
  use	
  AAC	
  and	
  AAC	
  facilitators	
  several	
  

research	
  priori3es	
  in	
  AAC	
  were	
  iden3fied	
  

including	
  “preparing	
  people	
  who	
  use	
  AAC	
  to	
  

succeed	
  in	
  situa3ons	
  such	
  as	
  maintaining	
  

friendships,	
  da3ng	
  and	
  finding	
  jobs”	
  (O’Keefe	
  
et	
  al.,	
  2007,	
  p.	
  89).	
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Core	
  Phrases	
  in	
  rou4ne
	
  conversa4ons	
  

•  Speeds	
  up	
  the	
  response	
  3me	
  

•  Others	
  view	
  students	
  as	
  more	
  intelligent	
  	
  

•  Can	
  provide	
  a	
  scaffold	
  for	
  conversa3onal
	
  learning	
  

•  Large	
  mo3va3on	
  for	
  learning	
  

•  Provides	
  a	
  level	
  for	
  automa3city	
  in
	
  conversa3on	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

Today	
  
Most	
  devices	
  have	
  some	
  form	
  of
	
  phrases	
  on	
  them.	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  ability	
  to	
  par4cipate	
  in
	
  social	
  conversa4on	
  affects	
  not
	
  only	
  the	
  individuals’	
  percep4on
	
  of	
  themselves	
  as	
  effec4ve
	
  communicators,	
  it	
  affects	
  the
	
  willingness	
  of	
  communica4on
	
  partners	
  to	
  engage	
  AAC
	
  communicators	
  in	
  conversa4on.	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

Specific	
  Teaching	
  Strategies	
  

Social	
  Skills	
  
Literacy	
  Skills	
  
Linguis3cs	
  Skills	
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Star3ng	
  with	
  Hello	
  
•	
  Hello	
  conversa3ons	
  are	
  the	
  easiest	
  for	
  
students	
  to	
  par3cipate	
  in	
  at	
  any	
  level.	
  

Students	
  learn	
  conversa3onal	
  turn-­‐taking	
  at	
  the	
  
beginning	
  level.	
  

Students	
  learn	
  that	
  conversa3ons	
  include	
  a	
  
beginning,	
  middle,	
  and	
  end	
  at	
  the	
  transi3onal	
  
level.	
  

	
  It	
  is	
  something	
  they	
  do	
  everyday	
  and	
  can	
  do	
  
mul3ple	
  3mes	
  per	
  day.	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

Learning	
  Objec3ve	
  
•  Student	
  X	
  will	
  carry	
  on	
  a	
  two	
  part	
  conversa3on	
  
(Hello/Bye)	
  with	
  peers	
  and	
  teachers	
  at	
  least	
  4x	
  
per	
  week.	
  

•  Student	
  X	
  will	
  carry	
  on	
  a	
  four	
  part	
  
conversa3on	
  with	
  peers	
  and	
  teachers	
  at	
  least	
  
4X	
  per	
  week.	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

•  Most	
  Conversa3onal	
  lessons	
  will	
  be	
  anchored
	
  with	
  a	
  video	
  of	
  real-­‐life	
  interac3ons	
  of	
  typical
	
  children	
  in	
  conversa3on	
  

Model	
  by	
  example	
  

www.eduworkshops.com 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

Por3on	
  of	
  the	
  Teach	
  Me	
  AAC	
  were
	
  implemented	
  in	
  the	
  classroom	
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Explora3on	
  before	
  use	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 Explora3on	
  Before	
  Use	
  is
	
  Important!	
  

Abi	
  is	
  using	
  the	
  Tango!	
  with	
  a	
  head	
  
switch.	
  	
  	
  
Automa3c	
  scanning	
  with	
  a	
  delay	
  of	
  
9	
  sec	
  and	
  auditory	
  promp3ng.	
  	
  
(	
  It	
  says	
  her	
  choices	
  out	
  loud	
  when	
  
she	
  hears	
  what	
  she	
  wants	
  she	
  hits	
  
her	
  switch.)	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

First Time Exploring 
Topic 

“Guided Exploration” 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

You	
  take	
  a	
  turn	
  ,	
  I	
  take	
  a	
  turn	
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Learn	
  from	
  the	
  video	
  
What to say 
“Can you tell me what you think this video is about?” 
Remember any response is a good response and you can turn it into  
a teachable moment.  A response could be Hello, Hi, friend. 

Response to the Student 
“Yes the is about saying hi to someone you know.” or 
“Yes this about friends and we say hello to friends.  Can you find the place on 
your device where you can say hello to someone? Let’s take a look at some 
things you can say” 

If the student is struggling. 
Navigate to the area where the word is and say, ”Let’s see I think I might find it 
here, in greetings, Hi’s ,etc. ( Whatever the section is labeled, say how you go to 
that section out loud).  Can you find a word here that tells us about this video? 
If the student is still struggling “ Model by using the student’s device to show 
him how he might find an appropriate response.  “Now you try.”  “  Yes, Hello is 
something we might say to someone when we see them. Let’s look here and see 
something else we might say.   I’ll go first, facilitator selects Hey, etc.  Now it’s 
your turn.”  Be sure to allow the student to explore the language on his system 
be careful not direct him about what he should say. 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

Watch	
  the	
  Video	
  again	
  
What	
  to	
  say	
  

“This	
  3me	
  I	
  want	
  you	
  to	
  pay	
  ajen3on	
  to	
  the	
  different	
  parts	
  of	
  this	
  conversa3on.	
  There
	
  are	
  three	
  parts.	
  	
  Let’s	
  see	
  if	
  you	
  can	
  tell	
  me	
  what	
  they	
  are.”	
  

The	
  same	
  level	
  of	
  modeling	
  and	
  scaffolding	
  should	
  occur	
  as	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  session.	
  If
	
  necessary	
  replay	
  the	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  video	
  clips	
  by	
  playing	
  and	
  pausing	
  using	
  the	
  video
	
  controls	
  on	
  the	
  bojom	
  of	
  the	
  video.	
  

For	
  Beginning	
  Communica3on	
  use	
  the	
  support	
  pages	
  provided	
  or	
  for	
  light	
  tech
	
  communicators.	
  	
  If	
  necessary	
  for	
  some	
  beginning	
  communicators	
  you	
  may	
  need	
  to
	
  reduce	
  the	
  ac3vity	
  to	
  a	
  beginning	
  and	
  end.	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

1.___________________ 

www.eduworkshops.com 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

What you do:  Point to and read their choices out loud. 

For Beginning Communicators  
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2.___________________ 

www.eduworkshops.com 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

What you do:  Point to and read their choices out loud. 

For Beginning Communicators  
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3.___________________ 

www.eduworkshops.com 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

What you do:  Point to and read their choices out loud. 

For Beginning Communicators  
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Next	
  students	
  par3cipate	
  in	
  a	
  talking	
  interac3ve
	
  script	
  	
  for	
  the	
  target	
  conversa3on.	
  These

	
  ac3vi3es	
  are	
  called	
  Learn	
  it	
  !	
  Ac3vi3es.	
  	
  	
  

***As	
  appropriate	
  programming	
  sugges3ons	
  for
	
  the	
  student’s	
  device	
  are	
  provided	
  as	
  well	
  paper
	
  displays.	
  

BUILDING	
  SOCIAL	
  SKILLS	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

www.eduworkshops.com- Teach Me AAC 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

www.eduworkshops.com- Teach Me AAC 
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www.eduworkshops.com- Teach Me AAC 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

www.eduworkshops.com- Teach Me AAC 
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Students	
  prac3ce	
  the	
  Hello	
  script	
  with	
  an	
  interac3ve	
  Script
	
  similar	
  to	
  the	
  Learn	
  it	
  ac3vity	
  however	
  prompts	
  are	
  not
	
  present.	
  As	
  the	
  program	
  talks	
  to	
  the	
  students	
  they	
  are
	
  expected	
  to	
  use	
  their	
  communica3on	
  system	
  to
	
  interact.	
  

	
  This	
  is	
  called	
  Prac4ce	
  it!	
  
Student	
  should	
  prac3ce	
  this	
  with	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  instructor

	
  however	
  on	
  non	
  lessons	
  days	
  they	
  can	
  prac3ce	
  on	
  their
	
  own.	
  

The	
  key	
  here	
  is	
  scaffolding	
  the	
  instruc3on.	
  Students
	
  develop	
  a	
  comfort	
  zone	
  with	
  the	
  script	
  so	
  they	
  can	
  do	
  it
	
  on	
  their	
  own.	
  

Building	
  Social	
  Skills	
  
    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

www.eduworkshops.com- Teach Me AAC 
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www.eduworkshops.com- Teach Me AAC 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

Students	
  prac3ce	
  the	
  Hello	
  script	
  with	
  an	
  interac3ve	
  Script
	
  similar	
  to	
  the	
  Learn	
  it	
  ac3vity	
  however	
  prompts	
  are	
  not
	
  present.	
  As	
  the	
  program	
  talks	
  to	
  the	
  students	
  they	
  are
	
  expected	
  to	
  use	
  their	
  device	
  to	
  interact.	
  

	
  This	
  is	
  called	
  Prac4ce	
  it!	
  
Student	
  should	
  prac3ce	
  this	
  with	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  instructor

	
  however	
  on	
  non	
  lessons	
  days	
  they	
  can	
  prac3ce	
  on	
  their	
  own	
  
The	
  key	
  here	
  is	
  scaffolding	
  the	
  instruc3on.	
  Students	
  develop	
  a

	
  comfort	
  zone	
  with	
  the	
  script	
  so	
  they	
  can	
  do	
  it	
  on	
  their	
  own.	
  

Now	
  let’s	
  take	
  a	
  look	
  at	
  a	
  few	
  of	
  those	
  pages.	
  

BUILDING	
  SOCIAL	
  SKILLS	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

www.eduworkshops.com- Teach Me AAC 

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

Prac3ce	
  topic	
  with	
  others	
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    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 Use	
  it!	
  	
  …	
  

Abi	
  tells	
  her	
  instructor	
  that	
  something	
  is	
  wrong	
  and	
  what	
  is	
  wrong.	
  
Previous	
  to	
  this	
  	
  was	
  a	
  script	
  Abi	
  prac3ced.	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

Mee3ng	
  New	
  People	
  Video	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

How	
  do	
  I	
  say	
  that?	
  

•  THINGS	
  I	
  CAN	
  SAY	
  WHEN	
  I	
  MEET	
  SOMEONE	
  
NEW?	
  

•  QUESTIONS	
  
•  THINGS	
  ABOUT	
  MYSELF	
  
•  COMMENTS	
  

	
  V	
  

PLANNING A CONVERSATION 

	
  V	
  	
  V	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

Try	
  it	
  out	
  
•  Uses	
  the	
  devices	
  you	
  have	
  and	
  take	
  turn
	
  within	
  your	
  group	
  2	
  people	
  at	
  a	
  3me.	
  

•  Have	
  a	
  hello	
  conversa3on	
  with	
  each	
  other.	
  
•  Other	
  two	
  people	
  pay	
  ajen3on	
  to	
  the
	
  interac3on	
  

•  Switch	
  Places	
  
Pass	
  your	
  devices	
  on…	
  to	
  the	
  group	
  beside	
  you.	
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More	
  Conversa3ons	
  
•  Have	
  a	
  conversa3on	
  with	
  someone	
  new.	
  
15	
  minutes	
  

Pass	
  your	
  device	
  on	
  to	
  next	
  group	
  

•  How	
  would	
  you	
  tell	
  someone	
  how	
  you	
  feel
	
  about	
  something	
  

15	
  minutes	
  	
  

Pass	
  your	
  device	
  on	
  to	
  next	
  group	
  

    ©King-DeBaun, 2010 

Discussion???	
  
•  How	
  did	
  you	
  feel	
  in	
  the	
  conversa3on?	
  
•  Was	
  it	
  easy?	
  

•  Was	
  it	
  different	
  from	
  one	
  device	
  to	
  the	
  next?	
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Specific Instruction 

King-DeBaun, P. 2008 adapted from the work of Janice Light and Karen Erickson 

King-DeBaun, 2008 

BUILDING A FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNICATION
 COMPETENCE 

A collection of phrases that can be
 retrieved easily and provide efficient methods for students to
 have a conversation, participate in a discussion, provide
 feedback to the listener, meet personal needs, establish
 relationships, etc. 

Misunderstanding 

     
Finding sight words is not reading! 

How do we get to silent reading? 

Adams,1990 

Successful Silent Reading with Comprehension requires integration of skills,
 understandings, and processes across skill areas.  
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Specific Instruction 

(King-DeBaun, 2008 Adapted from Light, 1989, Erickson, 2002) 

Specific Teaching Strategies 

Social Skills 
Literacy Skills 
Linguistics Skills 

Literacy Competence 

 Being able to spell novel words  for 
communication purposes including 
written communication. The ability to 
read novel text silently with 
comprehension. 

King-DeBaun,2010 

Literacy Skill Set 
1  Early Engagement -( attention and interest in literacy 

based materials) 
2  Developing- (alphabetic principle/letter sound 

associations.  Retell with support materials. 
3  Transitional Skills- ( Sight word vocabulary, building 

simple sentences with those words 2-3 words, 
understands simple word families) 

4  Beginning conventional- Reads simple text with 
comprehension, decoding and spelling 

5  Conventional- Silent Reading with Comprehension. 
Writing novel messages using syntax and morphology 

King-DeBaun,2010 
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 Balanced Literacy Model 

Patricia M. Cunningham and Dorothy P. Hall 

Karen Erickson’s Suggestions for 
Students who use AAC 

Importance of Core Words  

"  While we may have a normal speaking 
vocabulary of between 10,000 and 30,000 
words, 

"    a core of just 100 words accounts for 
approximately 50 percent of words 
spoken. Kucera and Francis'  (1967) study, 
analyzed written language samples for 
word frequency. Clenden ( 2006) Did a 
similar study however her words were 
based on written language samples of 
children ages 5-10.  
PKD-2008 

P.King-DeBaun,2007 
Bugleman, et. Al University of Nebraska 

P.King-DeBaun,2007 

Consider words that I can use in speaking core phrases  
( I + verb,  at + noun, to +noun, The + noun, etc) 
Words that help me spell other words  ( at,all in, is,it, can, like, etc.) 
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Dilemma 

"  I have several students in the program I
 am working with who are ages 9 years
 and above who have never had story
 retelling experiences or very broad
 communication experiences… Let’s
 talk about supporting those students. 

P.King-DeBaun,2007 

Literacy Skill Set 
1  Early Engagement -( attention and interest in literacy 

based materials) 
2   Developing- (alphabetic principle/letter sound 

associations.  Retell with support materials. 
3  Transitional Skills- ( Sight word vocabulary, building 

simple sentences with those words 2-3 words, 
understands simple word families) 

4  Beginning conventional- Reads simple text with 
comprehension, decoding and spelling 

5  Conventional- Silent Reading with Comprehension. 
Writing novel messages using syntax and morphology 

King-DeBaun,2010 

Opportunity to explore and
 play with syntax 

Model what you expect 

P.King-DeBaun,2010 P.King-DeBaun,2007 

Consider words that I can use in speaking core phrases  
( I + verb,  at + noun, to +noun, The + noun, etc) 
Words that help me spell other words  ( at,all in, is,it, can, like, etc.) 
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The____	



I like____	



See the___	



I have a____	



I love____	



I can______	



The_______ in town.	



Key sight word phrases are
 embedded in the stories 

These stories are used for retelling
 with familiar content 

I like cereal. 
 M-M Good! 

adaptedstories.com 

Considerations for preschool age  
children 

Combined Approach -Older Students 

Supported Reading + Conventional
 literacy instruction 

"  Success with retelling 
"  Opportunities to advance their literacy

 skills  

P.King-DeBaun,2007 

Learning Core or Sight Words 

Here’s the first word, I, -I-spells , I.  
Here’s how we might use this word when we speak it. 
You could say,  I am a girl (boy). 
Select the core words (button/key/area.) 
Find the word I. 
Great you found the word I. 
Let’s put it on your word wall 

Finding core words 

P.King-DeBaun,2007 
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Try this out 

"  Uses the devices you have and take
 turn within your group 2 people at a
 time. 

"  Respond to the following activity 
"  Other two people pay attention to the

 interaction 
"  Switch Places 
Pass your devices on… to the group

 beside you. P.King-DeBaun,2007 

I am me! 

Before Reading (Building Language skills) 

There are certain things that we do all the
 time (these are called actions)  Look, here
 are where your action words are. 
Let’s find our action words and see if you can
 find something that you do all the time.  I’ll go
 first. 
“I “pause model using the communication
 system how to find actions and select “laugh” 
student(s) are encouraged to find 
a word from their system (light or 
High tech) 

You do this 

Using your core word + your lists. 
Tell me some thing you do everyday 

P.King-DeBaun,2007 P.King-DeBaun,2007 
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I want you to read this story with me
 and Every time you see your core
 (sight) word “I”, I want you to read
 that part”. Do you remember where
 to find the word I on your device? 

Reading for Participation “ Partner Reading” Partner Read 

Teacher “( points to I and pauses) Student  says,  “ I” or finds it on her device.
 Teacher reads “am me.” and continues… Nobody looks like ..(pause)….  

I am me!   Nobody looks like I do.    

www.eduworkshops.com 

I am me!   No one looks like I do. 

www.eduworkshops.com 
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You are you!   No one looks like you do. 

www.eduworkshops.com 

I laugh. No one laughs like I do. 

www.eduworkshops.com 

I cry. No one cries like I do. 

www.eduworkshops.com 

I talk. No one talks like I do. 

www.eduworkshops.com 
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Next readings… 

"  I want you to read this story and tell me
 three things that the girl did in the story. 

P.King-DeBaun,2007 P.King-DeBaun,2007 

Learning how to speak or communicate
 with those words 

“Tell me 3 things that you do everyday.  Use your
 new core word in a short sentence to tell me. 
Listen I’ll go first.. I laugh.  Now it’s your turn.” 

I eat. 
I drink. 
I sleep. 

Repetition with variety 

Self-Selected Readings 

 The student listens and follows along as
 the computer reads the story to the
 student.  (Days 1-4). 
 Days 5-7 the student is expected to
 read the story silently. 

P.King-DeBaun,2007 

*One  or two books may be targeted for supported based
 activities ( language). However students sill have a wide
 collection of books that they are independently reading at
 least 6-8 books at their reading level. 

After multiple readings and
 activities… 

With teacher, listening on computer  
"  “This time when I point to the word I

 want you to read it with the voice in
 your head” 

P.King-DeBaun,2007 
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PKD-2008 

Guess the missing words 

Guess the missing word activity. Students have to find 
a core (sight) word that fits in the sentence. 

           ___need another one. 

Teacher Response:  ( informative feedback to student) 
The word, I, starts with the letter I and it makes sense. I 

need another one. 

You are right.  The missing word was I, I spells, I.. 

Teaches: 
• how to cross-check letter-sound decoding strategies, while considering
 knowledge of word meaning.  

Student has learned :  I, me and like 

Try this out 

"  Uses the devices you have and take
 turn within your group 2 people at a
 time. 

"  Respond to the following activity 
"  Other two people pay attention to the

 interaction 
"  Switch Places 
Pass your devices on… to the group

 beside you. 

Guess this missing words from cor
e( SIGHT) words learned using her
 communication system 

Use one of your core words to
 complete this sentence 
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Create an I am me poem 

Use the chart we did before reading to talk about things you
 do or like to do. I am Abi 

I talk. 
I sing. 
I laugh. 
I am Abi 

NOTES: Uses Spell Mode to
 spell name.  Teachers helps
 with navigation. 
 Using Core words + lists 
The instructor navigates to
 core words or appropriate lists
 for student. Student finds her
 words. 

Following word and phonics
 work  

"  Making words  (Cunningham,P.) 
With letters a,m,n,p,d,s:   
Make the words     a,  am,  Pam,  an,  Dan 

"  Guess the missing words   
"  Word sorts 
Etc…  (K.Erickson strategies) 

P.King-DeBaun,2007 

Abi Making Words 

a 
an 
Dan 
am 
Pam 

Teaches: 
• to look for spelling
 patterns in words 
• to recognize the
 differences that
 result when one
 letter is changed 

a,n,d,m,p 

Eric Making Words 

P.King-DeBaun,2007 
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I am Sam.	



www.eduworkshops.com 

Decodable Books- Challenge students to read silently  

www.eduworkshops.com 

I like Pam.	



I am Pam.	



www.eduworkshops.com 

I don’t like Sam.	



www.eduworkshops.com 
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I like Dan.	



www.eduworkshops.com 

Letter Cheers 

Give me an H. 
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Hanna has huge hair. 

www.eduworkshop
s.com 

‘Hello, hello, hello’, hollers Hannah. 

www.eduworkshop
s.com 
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Henry has huge hands. 

www.eduworkshop
s.com 

Intervention Activities 

Initial sound
 sorts 

“Simon Sounds It Out” Software 
Try this out 

"  Uses the devices you have and take
 turn within your group 2 people at a
 time. 

"  Respond to the following activity 
"  Other two people pay attention to the

 interaction 
"  Switch Places 
Pass your devices on… to the group

 beside you. 
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Find me a word that begins with the letter
 H on your device How do you figure out what they

 are reading? 

? 
? 

? 
? 

? 

Sam I am 

I am Sam.	



Students place words in the story order.   

Cover the text 

Use a assisted scanning, eye pointing, choice board. 

blue 

A 

cake 

Can you show me
 the word “cake” 

Display all words in book page by page. 

blue A cake 
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P.King-DeBaun,2007 

Text greater than 5 words per page 

Maze or Cloze Technique (adapted by K.Erickson, 2006) 

Step 1: Select a book or create a book that you believe is at your
 students reading level. 

Step 2 Type in a word processor story text.   
Step 3 Keep the first 1-2 sentences intact.  
Step 4 Systematically delete every subsequent 3rd- 5th word. 
Step 5  Have a selection of three words for each sentence  

Sample Text 

correct 

Mommy, I want it!  
No , you have ___ at home.  

one some are 

Same part of speech 

Similar length and shape correct 

Page 1 Page 2 

I want you to read
 these pages with the
 voice inside your
 head.  Can you find
 the missing word? 

Create each book page like this one. 

Analysis 

Children who accurately select the correct word for
 the blank with about 60-65% accuracy are likely
 reading texts at the correct level.   

To determine if you you should advance the student 

 Repeat the procedure with a text the child has read
 several times (3-7). If the child accurately 80% of
 the words in a familiar text at the designated
 level, you can advance the level of the text. 

The Books in Teach Me AAC serves a purpose of
 developing overall communication including literacy
 skills with specific strategies,  however… 

These students will need to be exposed to many books
 to help support literacy skills.  i.e. leveled type books
 common to most early reading programs  
www.reading A-Z-   leveled book system 
www.tarheelreader.org  for older students to modify 
Or create your own. 

Finding More books….. 
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Specific	
  Instruc#on	
  

King-­‐DeBaun,	
  P.	
  2008	
  adapted	
  from	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  Janice	
  Light	
  and	
  Karen	
  Erickson	
  

King-­‐DeBaun,	
  2008	
  

BUILDING	
  A	
  FOUNDATION	
  FOR	
  COMMUNICATION	
  COMPETENCE	
  

A	
  collec#on	
  of	
  phrases	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  retrieved	
  
easily	
  and	
  provide	
  efficient	
  methods	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  
conversa#on,	
  par#cipate	
  in	
  a	
  discussion,	
  provide	
  feedback	
  to	
  the	
  
listener,	
  meet	
  personal	
  needs,	
  establish	
  rela#onships,	
  etc.	
  

Create	
  a	
  “Learning	
  Environment”	
  for	
  AAC	
  
	
  predict	
  what	
  vocabulary	
  we’ll	
  need	
  
	
  find	
  topics	
  with	
  appropriate	
  comments	
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Before	
  Reading	
  Comprehension	
  Lessons	
  

a)	
    Build	
  or	
  ac#vate	
  background	
  knowledge	
  (includes	
  personal	
  
connec#on-­‐making)	
  

b)  	
  Set	
  a	
  clear	
  purpose	
  for	
  reading/listening	
  (can	
  reflect	
  text	
  
structure,	
  task	
  structure	
  and/or	
  content)	
  	
  

	
  “Listen	
  to	
  the	
  story	
  and	
  tell	
  me	
  the	
  
order	
  or	
  sequence	
  that	
  things	
  
happened.”	
  

Listening/Reading	
  with	
  a	
  Purpose	
  

It	
  is	
  important	
  that	
  students	
  know	
  
where	
  to	
  find	
  things	
  on	
  their	
  device.	
  
Also	
  equally	
  important	
  that	
  they	
  use	
  
the	
  words	
  they	
  have	
  available	
  to	
  them	
  

to	
  par#cipate.	
  	
  	
  
Understanding	
  that	
  for	
  some	
  students	
  
we	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  use	
  think	
  out	
  loud	
  
strategies	
  to	
  help	
  them	
  navigate	
  

Photosynthesis	
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Par#cipa#ng	
  in	
  a	
  class	
  ac#vity	
  
Describing	
  a	
  picture	
   Try	
  it	
  out	
  

•  Uses	
  the	
  devices	
  you	
  have	
  and	
  take	
  turn	
  
within	
  your	
  group	
  2	
  people	
  at	
  a	
  #me.	
  

•  Have	
  a	
  hello	
  conversa#on	
  with	
  each	
  other.	
  
•  Other	
  two	
  people	
  pay	
  a_en#on	
  to	
  the	
  
interac#on	
  

•  Switch	
  Places	
  
Pass	
  your	
  devices	
  on…	
  to	
  the	
  group	
  beside	
  you.	
  

More	
  Conversa#ons	
  

•  Have	
  a	
  conversa#on	
  with	
  someone	
  new.	
  
15	
  minutes	
  

Pass	
  your	
  device	
  on	
  to	
  next	
  group	
  

•  How	
  would	
  you	
  tell	
  someone	
  how	
  you	
  feel	
  
about	
  something	
  

15	
  minutes	
  	
  

Pass	
  your	
  device	
  on	
  to	
  next	
  group	
  

Discussion???	
  

•  How	
  did	
  you	
  feel	
  in	
  the	
  conversa#on?	
  
•  Was	
  it	
  easy?	
  

•  Was	
  it	
  different	
  from	
  one	
  device	
  to	
  the	
  next?	
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Try	
  this	
  out	
  

•  Uses	
  the	
  devices	
  you	
  have	
  and	
  take	
  turn	
  
within	
  your	
  group	
  2	
  people	
  at	
  a	
  #me.	
  

•  Respond	
  to	
  the	
  following	
  ac#vity	
  
•  Other	
  two	
  people	
  pay	
  a_en#on	
  to	
  the	
  
interac#on	
  

•  Switch	
  Places	
  
Pass	
  your	
  devices	
  on…	
  to	
  the	
  group	
  beside	
  you.	
  

I Want It! 

By Pati King-DeBaun 

DAY	
  1	
  

DAY	
  4	
  During	
  Reading	
  
I Want It! Participation: Expressing 

Emotions  
YOU	
  Do:	
  Stop	
  on	
  this	
  page.	
  
YOU	
  SAY:”	
  Wonder	
  how	
  the	
  Mom	
  
feels	
  now?”	
  

During	
  Reading	
  Comprehension	
  Lessons	
  

a)  	
  Reading/listening	
  for	
  bulk	
  of	
  
allocated	
  #me	
  

b)  	
  One	
  mini	
  -­‐lesson	
  or	
  stop	
  in	
  text.	
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Try	
  this	
  out	
  

•  Uses	
  the	
  devices	
  you	
  have	
  and	
  take	
  turn	
  
within	
  your	
  group	
  2	
  people	
  at	
  a	
  #me.	
  

•  Respond	
  to	
  the	
  following	
  ac#vity	
  
•  Other	
  two	
  people	
  pay	
  a_en#on	
  to	
  the	
  
interac#on	
  

•  Switch	
  Places	
  
Pass	
  your	
  devices	
  on…	
  to	
  the	
  group	
  beside	
  you.	
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CAN	
  YOU	
  FIND	
  A	
  WORD	
  ON	
  
YOUR	
  DEVICE	
  THAT	
  MEANS	
  
TOUGH?	
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AMer	
  Reading	
  Comprehension	
  Lessons	
  

	
  a)  	
  Complete	
  a	
  task	
  directly	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  
stated	
  purpose	
  for	
  reading	
  the	
  book	
  

	
   	
  b)  	
  Follow-­‐up	
  and	
  feedback	
  

Write	
  a	
  poem	
  about	
  Tough	
  Dad!	
  

He	
  is	
  
He	
  is	
  
He	
  is	
  
But,	
  
He	
  is	
  

Follow	
  up-­‐Try	
  This!	
  

P.King-DeBaun,2007 

Adap4ng	
  Curriculum	
  

•  Before	
  You	
  Begin	
  the	
  Unit-­‐	
  What	
  I	
  know	
  about	
  
animals?	
  

•  Create	
  a	
  chart	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  student’s	
  
response	
  or	
  use	
  a	
  wipe	
  board	
  to	
  write	
  down	
  
the	
  response.	
  

•  We	
  will	
  be	
  talking	
  about	
  animals	
  in	
  class.	
  	
  Can	
  
you	
  find	
  an	
  animal	
  on	
  your	
  device?	
  

•  	
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Vocab	
  review	
  Here	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  words	
  we	
  
will	
  need	
  for	
  the	
  Amazing	
  Animals	
  Unit	
  

To	
  find	
  the	
  word	
  	
  _	
  	
  	
  let’s	
  look	
  in	
  the	
  ___list.	
  

Try	
  this	
  out	
  

•  Uses	
  the	
  devices	
  you	
  have	
  and	
  take	
  turn	
  
within	
  your	
  group	
  2	
  people	
  at	
  a	
  #me.	
  

•  Respond	
  to	
  the	
  following	
  ac#vity	
  
•  Other	
  two	
  people	
  pay	
  a_en#on	
  to	
  the	
  
interac#on	
  

•  Switch	
  Places	
  
Pass	
  your	
  devices	
  on…	
  to	
  the	
  group	
  beside	
  you.	
  

With	
  your	
  AAC	
  system	
  using	
  your	
  core	
  words	
  
and	
  lists	
  tell	
  me	
  something	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  do	
  
everyday	
  to	
  live.	
  

P.King-DeBaun,2007 
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Living	
  Things	
  Need.	
   I	
  am	
  living.	
  

I	
  need	
  air.	
  
Living	
  things	
  need	
  air.	
   Not	
  rocks.	
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I	
  need	
  water.	
  
Living	
  things	
  need	
  water.	
   Not	
  shoes.	
  

What	
  is	
  it	
  

Coming	
  Soon!	
  Readable	
  Riddles-­‐	
  adaptedstories.com	
  

It	
  is	
  green.	
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It	
  is	
  yellow.	
   It	
  needs	
  water.	
  

P.King-DeBaun,2007 

It	
  needs	
  sun.	
  

P.King-DeBaun,2007 

It	
  grows.	
  

P.King-DeBaun,2007 
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What	
  is	
  it?	
  

P.King-DeBaun,2007 

It	
  is	
  a	
  flower.	
  

P.King-DeBaun,2007 

How can I possibly keep up 
with all the words kids are 
learning in class?	



Vocabulary Development- Curriculum Content	


Given a verbal cue, X. will find appropriate words for a given topic within in science, 

social studies or language arts. Find at least 3 words associated with  the topic 
at least 1 times per week.	



PLAN	


1.  Teacher communicates topic of discussion for the week.	


2.  Assistant:  Works with X to find the words are associated or related to the 

subject.  	


3.  She makes a cheat sheet. 	


4.  X finds and uses the list in class to participate in discussions (as appropriate he 

will use core and words.)	



In inclusion situations	


Large Group Participation- demands quick answers	


Not the time to build a sentence!	
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Smart	
  Charts	
  	
  

Take	
  the	
  device	
  out	
  
of	
  the	
  backpack	
  and	
  
put	
  it	
  in	
  front	
  of	
  the	
  

student	
  

PKD-2008 

If	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  use	
  the	
  
restroom	
  please	
  get	
  up	
  

and	
  go	
  
For	
  Classroom	
  Teacher	
  

Assistant	
  

Classmates	
  

AN	
  ABSOLUTE	
  MUST	
  FOR	
  SUCCESS	
  !	
  

Speech	
  Therapy	
  

•  LinguaSystems	
  game	
  
•  Finding	
  words	
  in	
  a	
  category	
  	
  
•  Can	
  help	
  support	
  opera#onal	
  competence	
  


